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PUBLISHERS’ ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICA IS ABOUT FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
The Publishers’ Association of South Africa, or PASA, is a voluntary body founded in 1994 by and on behalf of South African publishers in recognition of their particular role and responsibility in protecting and promoting the Bill of Rights which forms part of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa with particular reference to the fundamental rights provisions which have reference to the freedom of expression, including the specific freedoms referred to therein, namely:
· Freedom of the press and other media

· Freedom to receive and impart information and ideas

· Freedom of artistic creativity

· Academic freedom and freedom of scientific research.
PASA as well as the South African Booksellers’ Association (SABA) concluded their annual meetings in Johannesburg today. Both bodies unreservedly endorse this founding principle of our respective organisations. The elected, executive boards of both PASA and SABA agreed at combined meeting this morning to highlight and reiterate their unequivocal support of freedom of expression in light of the current and crucial debate around the Protection of Information Bill and mindful of the discourse around the possible introduction of a Media Tribunal.      
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Issued on behalf of the Publishers’ Association of South Africa & the South African Booksellers’ Association by Stephen Johnson, Vice Chairman of PASA.
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