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RANDOM HOUSE STRUIK is proud to announce that Andrew Brown has been shortlisted for the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize 2009 for Best Book in the Africa region for his book, Refuge
“I am absolutely thrilled that Refuge has been short-listed for the Africa region of the Commonwealth fiction awards and I am humbled and honoured to be associated with the names of all the previously short-listed writers.  My writing is ultimately motivated by the invigoration I feel at living in this extraordinary continent – so to be included amongst the writers that Africa has produced, and continues to produce, is recognition beyond my most imaginative dreams.    

The Commonwealth awards are aimed at promoting fiction that might otherwise not reach a wider audience, thereby increasing an appreciation of different cultures.  Refuge is an attempt to address the seemingly ever-widening gap between locals and ‘foreigners’ within South Africa, and the concerning lack for appreciation that we display for the culture of others. It is my hope that the book will in some small way cause those who read it to reconsider their attitude towards the displaced and desperate bodies that inhabit the stairwells and alleyways around them” says Andrew Brown.
Marlene Fryer, Publisher of Zebra Press, says “We are thrilled about Andrew’s shortlisting.  He is one of South Africa’s most exciting novelists, and this recognition is well deserved.”
Refuge will now go through to the next phase of the competition, where the Africa regional judging panel will meet to decide the two regional Commonwealth winners for Best Book and Best First Book. The regional winners will be announced at an event on 11 March in Johannesburg, South Africa.

Andrew Brown won the Sunday Times 2006 Fiction Prize for Coldsleep Lullaby  and was shortlisted for the 2009 Alan Paton Award for Street Blues
Refuge by Andrew Brown  ISBN 978 1770220621  RRP R189.95
For cover images, author photographs or to arrange interviews, please contact  

Lyn Riesnik at lynr@randomstruik.co.za or telephone (011) 484 3538
For additional information, visit www.commonwealthfoundation.com/culturediversity/writersprize/


